Motorcycle Safety Pillar: Why This Work Matters
The Motorcycle Safety Pillar of the Aubrey Mitsch Foundation was born from a single, life-altering day—one that forever shaped our commitment to protecting riders and equipping everyday people to act in moments of crisis.
On Sunday, June 14, 2020, Aubrey Mitsch was riding motorcycles with a group of friends along the famous Skyline Drive in West Virginia. During the ride, their group merged with another set of motorcyclists, which included 32-year-old Daniel L. Hall of La Plata, Maryland. Hall’s group moved ahead of Aubrey’s.
At approximately 3:40 PM, while traveling on Route 211 near Estes Mill Road, Hall’s 2012 Yamaha motorcycle crossed the center line on a sharp curve and collided with a 2004 Chevrolet Corvette.
Aubrey arrived at the scene moments later. Instinct and training took over immediately.
Aubrey was an Army Medic with the Maryland Army National Guard and a certified EMT. With extremely limited medical supplies available, she performed an initial assessment and began emergency treatment, doing everything possible to keep Daniel alive until professional help arrived. When the ambulance crew reached the scene, Aubrey urgently requested a medical aspirator—critical equipment needed for airway management. Tragically, the aspirator did not function. Overwhelmed and distressed, Aubrey expressed her frustration, only to be told by State Police that the ambulance crew members were volunteers.
Daniel Hall was transported to the hospital but later succumbed to his injuries.
For Aubrey, this was devastating. It was her first casualty, and she carried the weight of that loss deeply. She replayed every decision in her mind, wishing she had access to her full official medic trauma kit, which contained the tools she needed to respond at the level she was trained to provide.
That moment—standing on the side of the road, knowing what could have been done with the right training and equipment—became the impetus for the Motorcycle Safety Pillar of the Aubrey Mitsch Foundation.
Turning Loss Into Action
Motorcycle accidents often occur far from immediate medical resources. Riders are frequently the first on scene for one another, yet most lack the training and equipment needed to stabilize a critically injured person during the most crucial minutes.
Through this pillar, the Foundation is committed to:
· Providing first aid and trauma-response training
· Supplying high-quality, rider-appropriate trauma kits
· Empowering motorcyclists to act confidently and effectively in emergencies
· Advocating for preparedness, accountability, and safety within the riding community
Aubrey believed that being prepared saves lives. The Motorcycle Safety Pillar exists to honor that belief—so that no rider has to stand helplessly at the scene of an accident wishing they had the tools to make a difference.
This is how her legacy rides on.

